Themes for each month are outlined in this document to provide ideas for the development of special exhibits, craft projects, and explorations.  They are not intended to be limiting and exclusive, but a springboard for further exploration.  

January – Winter wonders
Animals in winter 
Snow

Winter colors and textures 
*Animals of the month – owl, skunk
*Activity of the month – Enjoy the crunch of the snow beneath your boots this month.  Try snowshoeing or cross-country skiing.  Build a snow animal using snow, sticks from the ground, and other natural materials.  Keep your birdfeeder full of seed for our hungry feathered friends.  Share nuts with the squirrels.

February – Who was here?
Tracks & scat

Mammals
Groundhog Day
Valentine’s Day
*Animals of the month – chickadee, groundhog

*Activity of the month - Look for animal tracks, scat, holes, nests, burrows, and other evidence that animals have visited your backyard.   Make a simple birdfeeder by putting peanut butter on a pinecone, then rolling the pinecone in birdseed, and a little cornmeal.  Use a piece of yarn to hang your feeder from a branch.
March – Beautiful buds
Winter buds 

Mosses & lichens
Garden season kickoff (end of month)
*Animals of the month – woodpecker, raccoon

*Activity of the month – See how many green plants you can find.  Gently touch a piece of soft moss or the rubbery leaves of lichens.  Look at the buds on the trees and shrubs where you live – shapes, sizes, and colors vary with each tree and shrub.  Begin to sow (plant) your cold weather vegetables at the end of the month.  

April – Combating invasive species
Garlic mustard
Spring cleaning (litter pick up)
Arbor Day

*Animals of the month – crow, slug

*Activity of the month – Help remove the litter and invasive species that threaten our natural areas.  Use protective gloves and let an adult know if there is anything sharp or dangerous, so they can help you.   Be sure to remove the dirt from your shoes before you visit another natural area, so you don’t bring weed seeds.
May –  Celebrate spring
Spring wildflowers 
Spring migrants
Spring garden planting  (end of month)
*Animals of the month – northern oriole, chipmunk

*Activity of the month – Take extra care to stay on marked trails to keep from trampling wildflowers.  Look and listen for the return of warblers and other colorful spring migrants toward the end of the month.   Bring a camera or paper and colored pencils to draw what you see during your visit to local natural areas.
June – Leave No Child Inside (LNCI) month

Bugs – Kick off a summer of discovery
Bees & butterflies 

NWF Great American Backyard Campout
*Animals of the month – frog, belted kingfisher

*Activity of the month – Look for wasp or hornet colonies, ladybugs Asian (with an “M” on the pronotum) and American ladybugs, and bugs in the water (whirligig beetles, damselfly naiads).  Gently catch and release bugs that don’t sting or bite.  Do an experiment in your backyard (away from your home) using thumb-sized bits of cookie, cracker, and fruit to see what bugs eat.  Check your experiment in 3 hours.

July – Catch the fun
Fish

Frogs & toads  

Berries
*Animals of the month – fish, heron

*Activity of the month – Listen and look for frogs and toads.  Handle these amphibians with care using cupped, moist hands.  Hunt for black raspberries with your family.  Leave some berries from wildlife to enjoy.   Look for lightning bugs in your backyard – some flash, while others draw shapes.  Try to imitate what you see with a flashlight.
August – Scales & slime
Reptiles

Amphibians 

Life under a log
*Animals of the month – butterfly, snake
*Activity of the month – Look for butterflies on warm, sunny days.  Consider planting native perennial wildflowers to attract more butterflies to your yard. Provide moist sand or mud to give butterflies a place to sip water and socialize.  Look for butterfly eggs and caterpillars.
September – All things are connected
Web of life 

Spiders

Birds of prey
Fall wildflowers
Seed collection
National Public Lands Day

*Animals of the month – hawk, spider

*Activity of the month – Watch animals gather and eat food.  How does everything they eat relate to the sun and soil?   How does everything you eat connect to the natural world.  Draw a food web and look for ways to include mosquitoes, skunks, and other hard-to-love animals.  You may want to research predators and prey..
October – Welcome autumn
Fall colors

Fungus


Animal myth busters
Buckthorn Blowout
Make a Difference Day
Put garden to bed for winter
*Animals of the month – deer, duck

*Activity of the month – Enjoy the colors of fall and aromas of mushrooms.  Look under a log to observe the critters that assist with decomposition.  Roll the log back in place when you’re done.  Try making a leaf rubbing by placing a leaf (vein-side up) underneath a piece of paper and rubbing the surface of the paper with the wide part of a crayon.
November  - People and the land

Historical & modern connections between people and nature

Seed dispersal
Animals prepare for winter

Nests & burrows
*Animals of the month – junco, squirrel

*Activity of the month – Watch geese migrate to open waters, and welcome the birds of winter -- juncos, drab-colored goldfinches, and bright red male cardinals.
Count the circles left on the trail left by squirrels hiding nuts.  Look for the first flakes of snow on a darkly colored mitten or coat sleeve.

December – Gifts from nature 

Gifts for feathered friends

Recycled gifts
Birding (from the comfort of the nature center)

*Animals of the month – cardinal, beaver

*Activity of the month – Enjoy the holidays by getting outdoors with the ones you love and watching wildlife from the comfort of your home.  Use Oriental bittersweet to make wreaths and garlands, whittle a walking stick, or try making simple gifts using clean empty jars and cans. 

Each month focus on a different animal and share a different activity people can enjoy outdoors.  Share information on facebook as well as seasonal newsletters.

Mural flows left to right from winter to spring, and summer to fall.
Winter

December – February
A beautiful winter view of the mixed hardwood savannah connected with a trail to the next panel..

Snow, animal tracks (deer, mice), squirrel holes, vole tunnels (in meadow) , winter colors and textures, lichens, mosse, Cooper's hawk, owl (in a hollow tree), skunk, cardinal (M and F), chickadee, nuthatch, downy and hairy woodpecker, raccoon, distant sandhill cranes circling over head (near transition into spring), buckeye butterfly overwintering in a crack in the tree, burr oak tree, white oak, red oak, walnut, shagbark hickory

People snowshoeing in the woods

Spring

March – May
Garlic mustard and emerging greenery..

Transition to sedge meadow with woodland edge American elm and hawthorn budding (LT) to leafing (RT) nearby,  marsh marigolds, great angelica, and tussock sedges in water, golden Alexander next to water, going into woods -- trout lily, columbine, woodland violets, jack-in-the-pulpit, Virginia bluebells, prairie trilliums

Crow flying overhead, slug near the base of a log,  tiger salamander peeking out from under log, chipmunk running across the log, northern oriole building a nest (near pond), mourning cloak butterfly, hiding in tree -- black and white warbler, ruby-crowned kinglet, magnolian warbler, redstart, robin, western chorus frog

People pulling weeds and planting wildflowers

Summer

June – August 
Transition to pond..

Cottonwood trees (scattered) with an American elm and a box elder mixed in, cardinal flower, obedient plant, big bluestem, Indian grass, black-eyed susan, blue lobelia, Joe Pye weed 

Green frog, bullfrog, American toad, belted kingfisher with a fish, great blue heron, Carolina wren, great egret, garter snake, honey bee, bald-faced hornet building a nest, ruby-throated hummingbird sipping nectar from penstemon, leopard moth, bluegill, smallmouth bass, channel catfish, female duck with ducklings

People fishing from the dock with a worm on a hook, children trying to catch bugs with nets                 

Fall


September – November 
Transition to open areas ending in woods          

Hawk, spiders (barn spider, micrathena, argiope), deer, mallard duck, junco, squirrel, geese flying south for winter                         

Fall colors (bronze, dark (not bright) red, New England asters, hairy asters, stiff goldenrod, milkweed going to seed, fungus (turkey-tail, orange chicken of the woods, puff balls), seeds (woodland knotweed, acorns, cockleburs), squirrels hiding acorns and building a nest

People planting seeds and learning about nature

Note people should be of various ages and ethnic backgrounds to represent our diverse population (Latino, African American, Laotian, mult-ethnic, and white should be depicted).  Include a person in a wheelchair here and there.  

 

 
