Moray International Digital Image Competition 31 Jan 2011

Judge Ian McCurrach of Bon Accord Camera Club Aberdeen.

	Comp

Num
	Marks
	Title
	Member / Judges Comment
	Club Name

	01
	16
	White Heron with Chick
	Beautifully captured Nature domestic interlude/Square format adds graphic impact but gives a somewhat static quality/effective tonal manipulation helps isolate principal subject with superlative capture of light plumage/superbly crisp without over-sharpening/ loss of adult birds eye detracts from creating a focal point in absolute terms / a contender at early stages
	

	02
	17
	Palma Shadows
	Distinctively fresh, acutely observed human interest pictorial shot with a contemporary fashion/reportage feel/recessional arches well handled with an effective mid distance vignette of solitary man providing an effective counterpoint to striding woman/ the punch line is in the choice of moment positioning the figure to perfection within a dynamic contre jour lit “stage set”/ I hope that it was not “staged!” A contender / technically superb
	

	03
	13
	Spirit of Speyside
	Panorama format effectively captures the charm of a Speyside vista resplendent in Autumnal Colours/The recessional triangle of sunlit Distillery buildings and surrounding trees, with vapour issuing from definitive vertical of the chimney anchors the view, but the composition remains sadly unresolved with the right hand third lacking an effective focal point/Some strange artifacts and crude edges to adjustment layers at the horizon level detract substantially at this level of competition/ promising but unresolved 
	

	04
	15
	Bee on Sunflower
	The graphic impact of this natural history shot is undisputable, but somehow after the initial impact my attention is somewhat split between the bee and stamen pattern/technically excellent but lacks ultimate “bite” and crispness in the tonality and textures, possibly due to lighting with ringflash/ composition predictably resolved/ very competent
	

	05
	17
	Mollymawk Feeding Frenzy
	A Natural History shot offering a view of the principal subject involved in activity, in this case a good going feeding dispute, certainly adds drama and gives insight in to behaviour/ in this case the action is well captured within an effective symmetrical “wheel like” grouping centrally positioned/ fast shutter speed and well chosen exposure level to retain detail in highlights of the plumage are well handled/ a competitive contender overall
	

	06
	15
	Squirrel
	A wonderfully engaging, well observed, capture of this red squirrel feeding/well chosen wide aperture  coupled with fast shutter speed has ensured a crisp rendition of texture enhanced by oblique lighting, whilst selected exposure levels still retaining good shadow detail and tonal separation/the cleft branch provides an effective if slightly over dominant base and there remains a somewhat empty area in the upper left background which allows the attention to stray, otherwise superb but faces stiff competition at this level


	

	07
	18
	High Summer
	This entry has found its way into the top 20% a real contender/ memorable in it’s use of a composition balancing repeated steep thrusting rocky outcrops with an anchoring point unexpectedly on the bottom right with a sunlit steep foreground diagonal effectively featuring the stabilising vertical of a tree/ all bathed in a dramatic , dynamic sunlight featuring scudding clouds to lift the spirit/ there is even a focal point with a small figure ascending a twisting “s” curve of a roadway….classic landscape at its best with superlative technique
	

	08
	17
	Catch of The Day
	This image was a competitor right from the first viewing in it’s superb capture of a predator at work, I particularly enjoyed the backlit drops of water falling from the unfortunate fish giving a sense of movement, however the almost central placing of the subject and a degree of vignetting, (presumably added), when coupled with a lack of detail within the shadowed plumage left it trailing in the face of stiff competition./ a contender throughout
	

	09
	11
	Trees on the Hill
	A minimalist interplay of silhouetted forms , particularly when rendered in Monochrome , need to retain interest throughout, with a very well resolved balance / the key placing of the stand of trees is strong but I find insufficient interest in the dark cloudscape to the right occupying virtually half the picture/ technically it lacks “bite:” and clarity at this level / a solid effort requiring fine tuning and development
	

	10
	15
	Pathway through the trees
	The overall crispness achieved in the rendering of this minimalist composition give it an almost poster like quality, with a “classic” pictorial device of a curving trail, leaf strewn, contrasting with the snow, taking us in to the depths of the forest. Extremely competent but ultimately lacking that “extra added value” at this level of competition
	

	11
	17
	Gas Pump Garage
	This faux historic study laden with Classic nostalgia certainly lends itself to the HDR treatment, which gives it an ‘Otherworldly’ feel and allows us to enjoy a frame packed with textural and colour interest held together with a superb composition worthy of a Photo Realist Artist. A simply superb example within this genre, carefully considered as a contender, just missing out to it’s more satisfying colleague shot. 
	

	12
	18
	Dance of the Springbok
	There is a poetic beauty in this capture of a springbok demonstrating it’s remarkable characteristic action/ whether the sharp capture of this single selected creature was achieved by panning upward and in traverse in parallel with the movement or achieved through manipulation, following the file capture it results in an effective isolation against the blurred background with it’s colour harmony and softness worthy of a Renoir/ A real contender being considered within the top 20%
	

	13
	13
	Hopeman Sunset
	An effective capture of a stunning Moray Firth sunset given the popular dramatic enhancement of colour contrast and saturation combined with the wide angle perspective which has the necessary foreground interest in the rock pools offering a reflection of the sky/ the composition however gives too much emphasis to the upper sky which does not contribute a great deal/the subsequent placement of the horizon is almost mid way down the frame and robs the image of dynamism/ the tonal contrast between the foreground and the sky is to great given this treatment and it fails to achieve a fully integrated image/ I like the two figures observing the sunset but the are lost against the dark rocks/ evidence of sharp edges of adjustment layers show a technique that still has to be mastered/ a good attempt which would have benefitted from a higher viewpoint giving greater emphasis to the foreground pool and rocks
	

	14
	15
	Evening Sunset
	A text book example of a sunset capture with careful exposure giving true value to the sky’s natural chromatic intensity without synthetic enhancement, offset against the silhouetted stand of trees creating a languid horizontal base with superb placement/ perhaps in ultimate terms at this level of competition the sky pyrotechnics do not hold sufficient interest/ masterful nevertheless
	

	15
	18
	The Dream dress
	A really arresting image clearly making it in to the top 20% and in contention for a top slot / the imaginative treatment with the motion blur given to an actual vignette offering a metaphor for a young woman’s dream is subtly implied given that we do not see the young woman’s face or expression granting her the anonymous universal focus for the viewer’s identification as so well handled by Salvador Dali/ I really liked this one but perhaps the sustained interest did not quite hold until the final selection
	

	16
	16
	Springtime In Paris
	Another view of passing figures observed with a wonderful eye for design / a sense of orchestration within a set worthy of a film/ I like the running male figure animating the scene/ the final focal point of the recessional perspective of the avenue of trees disappoints with muddled urban architecture/ technically well handled / great visualisation / interesting
	

	17
	16
	Glade Creek Grist Mill
	The Classic rustic appeal of an architectural and cultural gem has been very well handled in the choice of perspective  and viewpoint with just sufficient foreground branches leading us across the rushing stream set against the dominant vertical of the gable with the water wheel finely placed to hold the composition/ I wonder whether a slight sepia or subtle toning would have added to this, however I am delighted that the author has stopped short of giving it the HDR treatment, retaining a historic documentary feel/ technically immaculate/ in contention at early stages
	

	18
	11
	Duck Reflection
	Photographs in this genre have to offer a Natural History interest as well as an effective pictorial appeal arising from an orchestration of composition /colour /lighting / texture;  the placement of the duck is fine but it has to compete with the reeds which are of an equal mass splitting our attention, which has little else to enjoy in the background/  the shadows on the duck are underexposed with no catch-light in the eye to give vitality/ competition is fierce at this level/ a good attempt needs further development
	

	19
	15
	Wavelet In Blue
	The initial graphic impact and minimalist elegance of this image strongly appealed to me but in subsequent viewings it did not offer sustained interest / masterful in it’s technique and aesthetic handling / unfortunately this wavelet does not “rock my boat” sufficiently within the context of this competition
	

	20
	12
	Darnaway Sunset
	A well selected viewpoint offers us a dominant tree complimented by a secondary cluster dramatically silhouetted/ with good use of foreground ridges enhanced by the low light to lead us in to the picture/ the ultimate focal point of the setting sun is set against some intervening bows and casts a shadow towards us/ the upper right quadrant of sky allows our attention to drift and unfortunately dust spots on the camera sensor have not been dealt with post capture/ there is a degree of underexposure for me / a possible case for a measured but subtle HDR treatment, perhaps / a worthwhile entry facing stiff competition 
	

	21
	12
	Gold Tree
	Autumnal glory photographs have to be outstanding to make it in current competition/ essentially sound composition is well handled but the overall luminosity of the lighting is missing / a wider aperture coupled with a longer focal length would have thrown the background out of focus giving more emphasis to the principal subject/
	

	22
	12
	Red Hot Chillies
	Photographs within the Still Life Genre have to aspire to our expectations engendered by product design catalogues and cookery books/ this involves offering a variety of textural/ chromatic/graphic design interest which the photographer controls/ the lighting here is well handled but it offers insufficient interest for me in the arrangement of the peppers/ interesting presentation in terms of colour with a well handled exposure / keep developing your imagery in this demanding genre
	

	23
	14
	Millenium Park and the City
	A dramatic evocation of urban splendour presented with the full infra red / HDR treatment coupled with the aggressive perspective of the wide angle adding dynamism / fully corrected verticals have been well achieved giving an Architectural Publication feel / Two figures are placed with the precision of an architect’s presentation drawing and the composition is wonderfully tight and well balanced /  I just don’t like it !.....it’s “over the top” for me
	

	24
	14
	Cherry Display
	This studio still life achieves an effective graphic impact with a well handled exposure featuring the rich red of the cherry offset against a perfectly black background, balancing delicately on the intertwined cutlery.  The back of the spoon offers too large an area of top lit metal which detracts from the simple elegance of the forks/ in ultimate terms the cherry focal point needs to be positioned further to the right/ promising / I would like to see more like this


	

	25
	19
	Oswald
	This is one of only 3 runner’s up with a score of 19 competing for the top slot, which shows the high esteem in which I hold it. The direct stare is enigmatic and hypnotic with the tilt of the head and the gesture of the doffing of the cap masterfully handled/ the lighting and exposure perfectly captures the skin textures and tones with the silvered facial hair acting as a foil / the over the shoulder pose is also just right as if the subject has just been disturbed / a drama and psychological content worthy of Caravaggio having been achieved / the tension achieved by the position within the frame is again just right for me….thoroughly engaging…superb
	

	26
	13
	Damselfly
	This Natural History capture has been well achieved in essential terms with effective isolation of the principal subject clinging to the well placed diagonal of the stalk/ the depth of field has been too shallow to hold the wings in focus and the lighting is a little flat in order to enhance the textures / the use of flash can help achieve a greater depth of field with the subsequent small aperture of a macro lens being employed / a tighter crop with less space above would also improve this image/ promising in a very competitive domain
	

	27
	12
	Early Morning
	There is an almost mystical quality about this landscape given a virtually monochromatic treatment still offering nuances of tone and colour/ there is an overly heavy tonal quality in the upper third which I find it unconvincing/ it would benefit from a more selective treatment zooming in to just one grouping of trees and reflections/ I like the base reeds parallel to the picture plane offering a good lead in
	

	28
	18
	Neighbours 1929 Buick Coupe
	This HDR capture is superb making it in to the top 20% as a contender. I particularly liked the three quarter viewpoint showing off the vintage vehicle to advantage achieving an illustrator’s perfection when given the HDR treatment offering tonal and textural information par excellence including the sparkling “airbrush” highlight on the roof and headlamps/ what really worked for me completing the Catalogue illustration look was the inclusion of the driver in conversation with the driver and passenger….the great American dream nostalgically captured / unassailable technique
	

	29
	14
	Early Birds
	The dawn light is seductively captured in it’s soft violet and peach/pink hues with indigo shadows / the diagonal up-thrusting faulted rock fragments create a convincing natural stage set but the bit players of the birds are not up to the task of offering a perfect foil and focal point/ well seen and imaginative, just falters at this level of competition
	

	30
	16
	Emerging Mole
	I am insufficiently familiar with moles in order to know how difficult it is to capture this emergence or whether the mole is a knowing accomplice awaiting his model fees / nevertheless it a fresh arresting Natural history shot with popular appeal / unfortunately it lacks the mandatory catch-light in the eye and there is some blurring due to subject movement, a faster shutter speed would have helped / sufficiently fresh and different to offer competition in this genre / a contender
	

	31
	18
	Blood, Sweat and Inspiration
	An extremely competent sporting action shot dynamically cropped to show the high point of the action so well anticipated and captured / the aggressor dominates in this crop but we can see sufficient of the victim to tell the story / the backlit spangle of sweat and crisp ‘grainy’ noise textures just add to the gritty feel / this merits it’s place in the top 20% / a master photographer in this genre at work
	

	32
	18
	Crovie
	The rising curve of this famous cluster of houses in this North East of Scotland fishing community when viewed from above from this viewpoint have been positioned to perfection within the frame and when coupled with exemplary technique with a perfectly judged exposure giving colour saturation and crisply captured textures making the most of the lighting offer a Landscape / Portrait of Place / shot which to me fully deserves it’s place in the top 20% of this competition / we even have an ideally placed car departing up the hill throwing our attention back to the jutting pier
	

	33
	12
	Ella
	An undeniably attractive capture of a young family member has been given a high key vignette treatment with an “airbrush” like treatment of diffuse colour “painted” on to the white surround / the catch light in the eyes is as mandatory here as in the Natural History genre, in order to give vitality to this portrait / the downward tilted face needs some fill light / a beautifully captured demure smile nevertheless / I like the wind blown hair 
	

	34
	13
	Fields of Green & Gold
	The low glancing light with it’s characteristically warm colour tone certainly gives a bucolic feel to this gently rolling landscape with a beautiful dappled light on the further distant hills crouching below the clouds / unfortunately the picture space above the clouds has a different colour palette which are not integrated with fragment of distant hills obscured.

The diagonal lead in of the field fence and burn course lead us to a focal point provided by the two buildings framed by a sheltering cluster of trees / however the entire image lacks crispness which means it falters at this level of competition
	

	35
	15
	Ocean City Sunrise
	The graphic impact achieved in this parade of derelict shore line furniture (possibly for drying nets) , when set against the hues of sunrise , act as a perfect foil with their variety of visual intervals , the composition being further resolved by the recessional triangles of the backwash on the shore and the cloudscape entering stage right / all anchored by the rocks extreme left/ is masterfully handled /   we just need a “punch line” focal point such as a figure or birds or dog….  Impressive nevertheless
	

	36
	12
	Winter Glow
	From sunrise to sunset in a trice ! Marvellous timing captures the glancing rays of the dying sun effectively enhancing the textures of wind blown snow in the foreground with our attention returned to the sun by the recessional telegraph poles / the lowering sky adds to the atmosphere but it needs a more dynamic and satisfying focal point in order to compete at this level / promising
	

	37
	12
	Gannets
	The long lens has captured this vignette of gannets mutually preening / the blue of the sea enhances our appreciation of the warm tones within the plumage of the birds and is echoed in their surrounds of their eyes / set against the neutral whites and blacks beautifully captured by well chosen exposure levels / the marked vignetting spoils this for me
	

	38
	12
	Linn of Ruthrie
	An effectively resolved Composition is all in a static landscape shot like this / the framing of the falls is achieved by the device of the snow encrusted overhanging branches and bank of snow encroaching from the left with the drifting eddies of ice in the pool below providing a link but I feel that the principal subject of the falls are obscured and they provide an unsatisfactory resolution to the composition/ worthwhile nevertheless
	

	39
	16
	Owl
	A well chosen framing of the owl is compromised in it’s effectiveness by a lack of crispness in the plumage/ there is also a colour cast ending towards blue green with a feeling of an enhanced background colour being too assertive for me / a good contender in all other respects
	

	40
	19
	Kogelbay Sunset
	An absolutely stunning , evocative shoreline seascape , this is a master class in terms of applied technique with the long shutter speed blurring the water to perfection contrasting with crisply rendered grains of sand and rock textures / there is undoubted manipulation of colour and chromatic intensity in sections of the image but it has been generated with an artist’s eye , the warm foreground triangle set against the encroaching sea/

This was one of only three runner’s up scoring 19/  A real favourite for me personally
	

	41
	  11
	Oban Bay Panorama
	It is unfortunate for this entry that it immediately follows another sunset…such are the vagaries of competition !

I appreciate the symmetrical extended panorama format with the dominant vertical of the tower and reflection giving a  “full stop” at the right hand edge and the reflection echoing the curve of windblown cirrus clouds providing an effective frame for the sun/ however the diminished scale of the landscape on the horizon due to lens choice and format does not gives enough visual information to fully engage us/ this is compounded by a marked degree of underexposure
	

	42
	16
	Wheel Chair Racer
	A fine example of a sporting action portrait where our attention is drawn to the participants expression and obvious effort , the long lens effectively blurring the background / I like the cast shadow anchoring the action within the frame / a perfectly chosen angle to use the lighting to best advantage with a low viewpoint adding drama / really crisp , technically excellent / a definite contender
	

	43
	11
	Please
	Having on several occasions spent time with an Arab extended family member in a  “third world “ destination , the Sudan , I have strong feelings about taking photographs such as this given knowledge of the inhumane treatment of children to further their begging prowess,  I am sorry but I do not wish to encourage this type of shot within a Photographic competition / I feel it’s place is within a properly researched photojournalist presentation/ Sorry….
	

	44
	19
	Rocky Road
	This image entrances me / it is enigmatic / where does it lead ? / is it an industrial relic ```````// it doesn’t look like a recreational path / it is strangely reminiscent of time spent exploring the WW1 trenches/  The technique is superb,  crisp textures, saturated colour tones / beautifully orchestrated compositional elements and pictorial devices / absolutely superb/ one of the elite three runner up images scoring 19 points


	

	45
	13
	Green Veined White
	A well captured natural history shot / composition leaves a little too much space for my attention to drift in to in the upper frame / the selected aperture is insufficiently stopped down in order to capture sufficient depth in the plane of focus with sharpness falling off substantially in the wings / highlights are also burned out , suggesting a little less exposure would have been of benefit / attractive nevertheless
	

	46
	13
	The Clock
	A kind of environmental “Still Life” given the selectively enhanced colour treatment / technically well achieved but it just does not achieve the dynamism and impact I feel that it needs to compete strongly
	

	47
	14
	Waterfall
	A similar photographic device succeeds to a much greater degree for me ,in this shot / achieving a telling graphic juxtaposition of red clad figure against the muted neutral and green tones elsewhere / I like also the geometric inverted “T” of the waterfall as presented in this composition with accented turn of the subjects head anchoring the shot / effective
	

	48
	12
	New Brighton Pier
	This minimalist composition with it’s sadly redundant pier access is captured with an arrangement within the frame giving it a decidedly surrealist quality/ this is further enhanced by the substantial manipulation of textures and tone and colour throughout / I admire it but I don’t like it
	

	49
	18
	Downtown Sunset
	This night-time exposure of an urban cityscape is extremely well handled and clearly wins a place within the top 20% of entries / the exposure levels capture not only the lighting but the subtle tones and colours in the reflections , enhanced by the use of a necessarily extended time exposure giving the seductive blurring of the water spilling over the shoreline rocks , also the blurring light in the sky top left /the composition orchestrates diagonals with vertical links of reflections between the shore line and the urban towers framing the recession of the suspension bridge/ exemplary of it’s type
	

	50
	16
	Mist at Findhorn
	There is a timeless quality in this beautifully composed shot of a few simple elements lit by a partially obscured sun / it appears to have been scanned from a glass mounted slide exhibiting numerous dust marks and moiré patterns / also the horizon is not quite horizontal / these issues detract from an otherwise masterfully elegant shot / strong enough to be a contender
	

	51
	15
	Portsoy Harbour
	There is a pictorial integrity about this portrait of a North East Coastal Harbour which allows us to enjoy the idiosyncratic anarchy of colour notes within a superbly structured composition/ technically immaculate, crisp, saturated/ where have all the people gone?/ There is just an inkling that perhaps the colour notes have had a little help, but superbly achieved
	

	52
	14
	Schwabacher Landing
	Much the same could be said about this classic view in Wyoming , a well balanced structure with the foreground clump of reeds offset against the engaging reflections from the sunlit forest with a creek leading us through to the distant snow capped peaks and scudding clouds / it only suffers from the key centre link being heavily shaded and from the familiarity of this type of shot.
	

	53
	14
	Eyes not on the ball
	A high point of dramatic action has been well captured here with a long lens and fast shutter speed coupled with sharp reflexes / the additional exposure often given in equestrian shots to ensure detail in the ponies flanks has been overdone here burning out some highlights/ more detracting is the unfortunate split of attention between the mass of the rearing pony and it’s decanted rider being balanced by the on-looking polo players across an almost central axis
	

	54
	18
	Calla Lily
	The total control of subject / lighting / composition / available in studio photography when coupled with technical excellence in the hands of a gifted artist can produce superb images like this where one can enjoy the quality of line , colour and texture contained within a beautifully balanced composition / this merits it’s place in the top 20% being a carefully considered contender
	

	55
	16
	Sunset Bird
	We have two superb images brought together here, but I feel that this is a marriage that doesn’t work / the beautifully captured rim lit gull is placed too centrally for me denying a sense of movement by reinforcing the dominant centrality of the perspective sunset rays radiating out from an equally marvellously captured seascape / technically immaculate and excellent in it’s own way , nevertheless , a contender
	

	56
	12
	Rusting Relic
	I can understand the appeal of this subject with it’s implied narrative when viewed in this presumably morning light enhancing textures and form set against a heavily shaded sky with wind blown wave crests evident at a key counterbalancing point in the composition/ sadly the principal subject is too small within the frame to dominate and the highlights on the hull are burned out/ facing stiff competition at this level
	

	57
	18
	Treasure Hunter
	A definitive narrative portrait of a canny Scottish prospector at work / good enough to grace the pages of National Geographic/ with it’s superbly structured composition with triangular forms of the steep rocky river banks and the highlight of the sky reflecting in the foreground pool, all combining to focus our attention on the key subject whose pose and scale are just right , and for me the hat propped on a grape offsetting his forward lean is masterful / a challenging lighting range has not been entirely resolved but I do like how the slow shutter speed captures the flow of the river / this made it in to the top 20% easily as a top contender 
	

	58
	18
	Incense
	Another masterful entry within an entirely different domain / the control of the lighting / focal length / perspective and exposure combine within a perfect composition to give us a seductive, aesthetically satisfying shot of the highest order / easily a top contender making it in to the top20%
	

	59
	15
	Heading West
	I found this to be intriguing / the minimalist simplicity of the backlit sail and mast creating a dominant central axis attached to the top and bottom of the frame around which the radiating rigging / subtly curving sail / book end dark headlands offer a symmetrical reinforcement with the highlight of the sun across the water creating an ultimate focal point positioned at an extremity / the monochrome treatment enhances this quality of abstraction / probably more suited for a gallery wall than a competition like this, where it is probably too extreme and oblique in it’s aesthetic
	

	60
	11
	Sunset Afterglow
	This looks as if it is a digital scan of a transparency which has not been able to hold the subtlety of tones and colours within both the shadows and highlights which are predominant in a sunset like this/this is a great pity because we now have an overly bold , crude rendition of an undoubtedly appealing original
	

	61
	20
	The Big Red Nose
	Superlative technique / totally resolved formal elements of colour, texture , tonality coupled with graphic impact / and arresting , memorable subject giving an enigmatic appeal are needed to win a competition at this  level…………….CONGRATULATIONS !!
	

	62
	11
	De Hoop Coastline
	The windblown sand enhanced by cross lighting coupled with the curving recessional perspective of the beach counterbalanced by the incoming waves and the chromatic orange /blue  balance are all employed here , but there is no definitive focal point to engage the attention and the eye tends to wander out of the top of the frame / a good attempt but struggling at this level of competition / you really need to close in to a dominant foreground feature and work at containing the attention and drawing it back to a focal point in order to succeed
	

	63
	11
	Loch an Eilien
	There is an undoubted appeal in this panoramic frieze of a misty Scottish Loch bathed in mist / it has almost painterly quality to the mist, particularly evident in the foreground reflections / the key focal point of the Castle on the island is perfectly positioned but lacks the natural lighting contrast to be sufficiently assertive for me / with the immediate section of shoreline to the right of the Castle offering the darkest , most assertive tonal  contrast and capturing my attention / the image also lacks crispness 
	

	64
	18
	Aging Austin
	When I first viewed this I suggested a speeding bullet with a trail in it’s wake, it took some time to interpret it as the sidelight of a decaying vehicle / I like the abstraction achieved and the immaculate technique supporting a dynamic composition enhanced with forceful colour , which still manages to offers varied tones and textures which effectively animate the entire picture space / a real contender making it in to the top 20% as a contender
	

	65
	17
	Showing my Tongue
	 Was one of only 5 Natural History shots to gain a top mark and to be considered as a contender overall/ the perch base is superbly positioned creating the starting point for an asymmetrically set arc leading us to the arching tongue caught perfectly/ the mandatory long lens has been well employed throwing the background blooms sufficiently out of focus to offer a pleasing soft foil to the crisply rendered plumage enhanced by good lighting offering modelling and a catch light in the eye / demonstrates masterful technique in this demanding genre
	

	66
	15
	Crimson Chill
	You can feel the chill in this sublimely atmospheric capture of what looks to me to be a Scottish Loch / the subtle hand of a master is at work here with he foreground frozen grasses providing a thrusting lead in with the counterbalancing ice flows linking us to the distant panorama of recessional hills perfectly positioned on the upper third , with a wonderful positioning of reflected trees carrying us back to the foreground/ all this supported by a subtle natural chromatic counterpoint of warm and cool giving a fantasy feel to the entire image rendered with a  superb crispness and perfect exposure levels / the 5x4 like format adds  a quiet static dynamic / perhaps it suffers from not being aggressively dynamic enough, and too familiar to grab a top spot
	

	67
	17
	Loch Pitulish
	It is interesting to compare the dynamics of this landscape featuring a lochside view with the previous image/ here a wide angle perspective has been employed within the 35mm 2:3 format giving an all together more dynamic feel to the composition / the lead in here is finely judged with the flooded gateway and it’s reflection linking with the forested hillside reflection to carry our eye through to he far distance with an intervening band of reeds creating a necessary point of interest, finally our attention being drawn down through the reflected clouds to the foreground ballet of reeds / beautifully resolved with immaculate technique / a classic of it’s kind / in contention
	

	68
	14
	The Generator
	This imaginative entry reminds me of early Industrial Photographs taken by Karsh of Ottawa in his early career / a celebration of modernism mechanique . as it then was/ the lighting and near monochrome treatment , possibly employing some degree of HDR , is well suited to this rendition/ perhaps their remains an insufficiently strong focal point to compete in the aggressively graphic impact required to compete in a Competition such as this / technically superb
	

	69
	11
	Coal Grab
	I suppose you could call this “a grab shot”….? I like the blurring of the tumbling coal animating an otherwise simple, direct photograph, well captured in technical terms , it lacks the graphic or chromatic dynamism to succeed in such stiff competition
	

	70
	17
	Green Breasted mango feeding
	There is an undeniable beauty in this capture of this tiny bird feeding evoking as it does a sense of wonder at Nature’s variety and uniqueness / the action and plumage are captured with a studio like perfection / the central placement of the subject within a square format works well in this instant, the long lens effectively isolating the bird and flowerhead  from the background / technically excellent / a contender / one of the few to gain 17 marks
	

	71
	11
	Red Shank Flight
	When capturing of any creature in movement , the particular choice of micro second chosen to freeze part of the action becomes crucial / numerous shots have to be explored in order to select one which best suggests the overall action,  I feel that the downbeat of the wings captured here do not entirely succeed / well exposed ,there is  a degree of noise in the background which detracts / the placement of the bird is overly central , which does not help the sense of movement / a good attempt within a challenging domain at this level
	

	72
	15
	Who
	The arresting graphic impact of this ornithological portrait is undeniable, but I have seen too many like this / technically well handled it does however suffer from over-sharpening post capture , which adds a brittle quality to the subtle plumage
	

	73
	18
	Spitfire
	This is possibly the only air to air aviation portrait I have had the privilege of judging in over 40 years of evaluating entries in Photographic Competitions / This is superb in my estimation / the three quarter view of the aircraft tilted in a shallow banking manoeuvre , is crisply captured,  yet still suggests movement in the blurring of the spinning propeller and also a very effective blurring of the background / the exposure levels are supremely well judged giving abundant detail in the crisp lighting / the background tones of cloud and blue sky animate the shot to perfection I had no hesitation in placing it within the top 20% as a carefully considered contender
	

	74
	14
	Braving Randolph’s Leap
	I have actually negotiated this challenging rapid in the River Findhorn several times , many years ago / The choice of moment,  in capturing a high point of the action to best express the sporting challenge is crucial / here the canoe is breaking out of the eddy initiating a high cross , but this is just before he is caught by the current and the foreshortening and tilt of the canoe show that he is not yet truly committed / I would like to have seen a shot of the action immediately following this / I don’t know if a motor drive was employed here / I found that when shooting at 3.5 frames per second on A Nikon F2  with a 300mm lens, that it would in no-way ensure the capture of  the key moment / Knowing this gorge a shorter focal length such as an 85mm may be more useful / anticipation and knowledge of the sport coupled with razor sharp reflexes are required to succeed / a good attempt but try using a higher ISO rating with at least a 1/500sec to freeze the action , or follow the action with a slower shutter speed to blur the background, and be prepared to shoot many frames / professionals often use fill flash as well
	

	75
	14
	South Canterbury Landscape
	A charming capture of a rural landscape vignette, bathed in a beautiful late light , which picks out the rolling landscape to perfection with the foreground sheep effectively rim-lit and placed on the sharply rendered foreground bank // excellent technique, using a long lens to mute the background tones and record the tonal recession / in ultimate terms I am not convinced that the principal subject sufficiently dominates the frame
	


Notes for the Judge

1. Please mark not higher than 20 points. 

2. You may award as many top marks as you see fit, however, you are required to nominate the top image of the competition.

3. In order to enable us best prepare the listing with each club’s score sheet, it would be helpful if you were able to email Allan Adam with the results at the earliest possible date but not later than 28 January 2011.

